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“… in the presence of the men, women, and children; Ezra read plainly from the book of 

the law of God, interpreting it … so that all could understand what was read.” 

“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. He taught in their synagogues and 

was praised by all.” … Ezra and Jesus taught the people. 

In February of 1952, about a year before Fr. Mike was born, a Catholic bishop became, 

quite likely, the first televangelist. The TV program ran in a primetime slot opposite Milton 

Berle and Frank Sinatra. The bishop wasn’t expected to challenge those two giants of early 

television. 

The bishop was Fulton Sheen. He spoke in front of a live studio audience; without a 

script or cue cards, he wasn’t paid, and his primary tool was a chalkboard. His program was 

called, Life is Worth Living. Bishop Sheen did surprisingly well, and soon fan mail began 

flooding in at a rate of 8,500 letters per week. 

While competing with Milton Berle and Frank Sinatra, Fulton Sheen won an Emmy 

Award for his program. And when he went forward to receive the award, he said, … "It is time I 

pay tribute to my four writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John." 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen is remembered for being a great communicator, preacher, and 

teacher. 

Last month copies of a book about Fulton Sheen were provided to the parish. The book 

contains 365 of his quotes. Years ago, I heard a quote by Bishop Sheen and wondered if it made 

it into this book. … It did. The August 11th date contained this quote: 

“There are not one hundred people in the United States who hate the Catholic Church, … 

but there are millions who hate what they wrongly perceive the Catholic Church to be.” 

What did he mean? … There are very few people who understand the Catholic Church 

and still hate it. And that there are millions of people who hate the Catholic Church, because of 

false assumptions and misunderstandings. 

I would hate the Catholic Church too, if the Church said we must worship Mary, or that 

the saints we pray to do not intercede, but perform the miracles, or that we earn our way into 

heaven without Jesus. These things are not taught by the Catholic Church, nor are countless other 

false assumptions and misunderstandings. 
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The problem lies in that we haven’t been taught well enough. We need teachers like Ezra, 

Fulton Sheen, and of course Jesus. Without knowing our faith, we can’t respond when 

challenged. Nor can we correct the false assumptions and misunderstandings when we hear 

them. 

Pope John XXIII said, … “God’s greatest enemy in the world is ignorance, the cause and 

the root of all evils that poison entire nations and perturb many souls.” 

If we don’t know what we believe and what we do not believe, we cannot show others 

Christ and give others the light they need to understand his teaching. Our understanding must 

continue to develop and grow our whole life, just as our spiritual life must do the same. 

What is it that we need to know about our faith? Where can we find it? … About 25 years 

ago the Catholic Church produced a book on faith and morals. It had been over 400 years since 

the Church produced a book like this one. 

Today’s scriptures spoke about teaching. The Latin word for teaching is catechesis. And 

catechesis is taught from the catechism. What we need to know about our faith, and where to 

find it is in the Catechism. If we learn our faith from the Catechism, we will be able to combat 

the ignorance and error spoken of by John XXIII. 

Our Catholic faith is based in Scripture and Tradition, the oral Tradition that has been 

handed on to us from the Apostles to their successors the bishops. The Bible itself tells us that 

not everything of faith is only in the Bible. 

St. John wrote in the last line of his Gospel, “There are also many other things that Jesus 

did, … but if these were to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would 

contain the books that would be written.” 

So, our faith is based on more than only the Bible. We need to know what is in the 

Catechism too. But know that the Catechism contains 1,000s of references to Scripture. The 

Catechism is very thorough. It teaches: 

- what we believe, … based on the beliefs we profess in the Nicene Creed 

- how we celebrate and nurture our faith, … based on the Sacraments 

- how we are to live morally, … based on the 10 Commandments, the Beatitudes, and 

the virtues 

- and how we pray with order 

The Catechism not only teaches what we believe and how we live, but also why. 
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Why was Archbishop Fulton Sheen so popular? … I think because his teaching fed an 

appetite that people had to learn the faith. He taught that Life is Worth Living. And he taught 

about Hope, the Hope in what we profess at the end of the Nicene Creed. …  “I look forward to 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” 

This Hope ought to inspire and motivate each of us to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

It will draw us closer to Christ and move us closer towards eternal life with God. 

 


